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PGMA Designation Process
Ø First requires designation of a PGMA under

Chapter 35 of Texas Water Code
§ TCEQ designates PGMA
§ Example: Southwestern Travis County GCD

Ø Confirmation election required in territory
to be annexed



TWC § 36.325 Annexation Petition 
Requirements

ØPetition must be signed by:
ØA majority of the landowners in the proposed territory to be annexed, 
ØAt least 50 landowners if the number of landowners is more than 50, OR
Øthe commissioners court of the county in which the area is located if the area 

is identified as a priority groundwater management area or includes the 
entire county.

ØPetition must describe the land by legal description or by metes and 
bounds or by lot and block number if there is a recorded plat of the 
area to be included. 



Clearwater UWCD’s Legal Obligations
ØAfter receiving a petition to 

annex territory, the Board 
must:
ØOrder at least two public 

hearings, and set the time and 
for both: one in Bell County, 
and one in the proposed 
annexation territory. 

ØIf after the hearings, the Board 
believes the proposed 
annexation would benefit the 
District, the Board may add the 
territory by resolution. 

ØIf the Board adds the territory 
by resolution, it must call for a 
ratification election. 



Ratification Election
ØAnnexation is not final until 

ratified by a majority vote of 
the voters in the territory to 
be added. An election in the 
existing District accept the 
addition of the land is not 
required. 

ØBallot must indicate the 
property tax rate proposed for 
the territory. 

ØElections may only be held on 
uniform election dates. The next 
uniform election date is first 
Tuesday, May 6, 2023.

ØThe amount of the tax included 
in the proposition shall be the 
maximum amount that the 
district is authorized to levy (5 
cents per $100 valuation). 

ØThe Board’s current tax rate is 
~0.27 cents per $100 valuation.



Clearwater UWCD’s Annexation Timeline

January 2023: Receive Annexation Petition from Landowners in the proposed annexation area.

February 2023: Board reviews the petition and sets 2 public hearings as required by Ch. 36.

March 2023: Board holds 1 public hearing in Bell County, and 1 public hearing in the proposed annexation territory.

At its next meeting, Board adopts annexation resolution and calls for an election to ratify the resolution.

March 7th, 2023 Petition Withdrawn 

August 21, 2023: State deadline to call for an election.

November 7, 2023 Election Day



Hydrostratigraphic Model of the Trinity Aquifer for 
Portions of Bell, Burnet, Travis and Williamson 
Counties, Central Texas



JOINT STUDY GOALS

1. Provide policy makers, 
and the scientific 
community with a 
detailed hydrogeologic 
framework for the Trinity 
Aquifer in Central Texas

2. Better understand 
groundwater flow and 
the impacts of structure 
and facies changes

3. Fill in the gaps between 
prior BSEACD and 
CUWCD research



Questions 


